
School Council Meeting #5

Monday, February 26, 2024



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1hbz-qN-A-1frNAm7TVtE86JbLE8WytoC/preview


Land Of Acknowledgement
We affirm that we are all treaty people and acknowledge that the York Region 
District School Board is located on the lands of two treaties. These treaties are 
signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation and the First Nations of the 
Williams Treaties who are: the Mississaugas of Alderville, Curve Lake, Hiawatha, 
Scugog Island; and the Chippewas of Beausoleil, Rama, and Georgina Island our 
closest neighbour and partner in education.
To honour this agreement we will take up our responsibility to be respectful of their 
traditions, knowledges and inherent rights as sovereign nations. We will respect their 
relationship with these lands and recognize that our connection to this land is 
through the continued relationship with these First Nations, and we acknowledge 
our shared responsibility to respect and care for the land and waters for future 
generations.



Agenda
1. Welcome
2. USAC Updates
3. Subject Presentations
● Ms. Sharma & Ms. Panacci - Math
● Mr. Geronikolos & Ms. Bettio - Drama & Dance

   4. Fundraising Update - A. Sharif - 5 min
   5. ADMIN Updates - 5 min
   6. Supporting Our Youth - Teen Stress and Anxiety    
with Dr. Mary Louise Ireland Presenting – 50 min

   



Welcome our new 

VP Ms. Catherine 

Clarke 



Anna Zhou
Rijaaze Sasikumar

Abby Zhao
William Zhang

Ilariya Vadar

USAC Updates



Welcome to the
Math Department

 School Council Meeting                                             





A little about me
★ 15th year as a 

teacher

★ Enjoy fitness, cooking 

& Tea

★ Looking forward to a 

fun & productive 

learning year with our 

students
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Ms Sharma
(Head of Math Department-Interim) 

Email: shama.sharma@gapps.yrdsb.ca

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=louis+honore+frechette&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8#


A little about me
★ I have been teaching 

math for 13 years

★ I LOVE cats and I have 

three of my own

★ I enjoy crafting (knitting, 

crocheting, quilting)

★ I practice yoga regularly 

and I love its ability to 

heal the body and mind
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Ms. Panacci
Assistant Head of Mathematics  Email: daniela.panacci@gapps.yrdsb.ca





In the Math Department at UHS, we aim to: 
● provide an enjoyable learning 

environment for all students to 
experience the importance of learning 
mathematics. 

● challenge students to think critically, 
solve problems, work collaboratively, 
and develop the skills needed for life in 
the 21st Century!
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Resources for Families

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/curriculum-instructional-services/de-streaming
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/curriculum-instructional-services/de-streaming
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/curriculum-instructional-services/de-streaming
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/curriculum-instructional-services/de-streaming
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/curriculum-instructional-services/de-streaming
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/curriculum-instructional-services/de-streaming






     Questions/Activities Students Can Expect In Grade 9



     Questions/Activities Students Can Expect In Grade 9



https://classroom.google.com/c/NTI
zOTc1NjcxMTYy/a/NjM5ODMyNTI
xOTEy/details

   How Coding Looks Like in Grade 9

https://classroom.google.com/c/NTIzOTc1NjcxMTYy/a/NjM5ODMyNTIxOTEy/details
https://classroom.google.com/c/NTIzOTc1NjcxMTYy/a/NjM5ODMyNTIxOTEy/details
https://classroom.google.com/c/NTIzOTc1NjcxMTYy/a/NjM5ODMyNTIxOTEy/details


➢ Peer Tutoring – Students can request a peer tutor by 
filling in the form on our Google Classroom.

➢ After-school math help every Tuesday and Thursday 
until 4:00 in room 242. All students in all math 
courses are welcome!

➢ www.tvomathify.com – one-to-one virtual math 
tutoring/support by Ontario certified teachers, 
available to students in grades 4 to 12 in Ontario 
(evenings and weekends)

                 UHS MATH - Extra Help Resources 



           UHS Math Club          Math Contests

Our students participate in a 
number of Math Contests 
including CSMC, CIMC, COMC, 
EUCLID, and many more every 
year and earn certificates.

We have a very dynamic group 
of students in our Math Club 
who exhibit their leadership 
skills by running fun filled  
activities throughout the year!



Mathematics Tournament 
organized by the Math Club at 
UHS 

Grade 8 Transition Night



Level Up Career Fair for Math Students!





We have a dedicated Google Classroom for 
students who wish to participate in Math 
Contests





Conversations

Observations Products

Assessments



Digital Tools
Evidence of Learning Sample Tracking Tools

● Collaborative anchor charts
● Journals/notebooks
● Brainstorming
● Discussion and conferencing 
● Entry/Exit cards and other 

checkpoints
● Graphic organizers and other 

process work
● Reflection

● Google Forms
● Google Sheets
● Anecdotal notes/documents
● Online voice recorder
● TeachAssist V4
● Interactive tracking documents
● Student Reflection
● Observations & Conversations

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1bK9RGBpRWxLVylbBE9LD29gEH3B2DBgnDaZlsjje0KA/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fggE2Dge3pyye2u7o7K3OOnyzDySzzKUEQgP3ox0yW0/template/preview
https://online-voice-recorder.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bSzN2ajmQ7jnkFpMD0C2KQjKNRO-eVq7/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1546vipyvsPLncKl8Uh0qtGIVYxgyJ4gcbEzE1W91gR4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fRivMjzUZB2ZMizmoslRylUE7H4dEoEmKxsVRs4pOII/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeA4cHCej7rlCXZWoe9nxW-zprw0RVZ0VzK9lYEtTVEGLe5oQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tyWR5RVR6rcoqs4gX5WaCj-MyrklY9ShjQ_ZKZ-pjKo/copy


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yH3iscejEgDpBoCo0HRM1XU0ZrydH-TlSyQ57edFwwg/edit?usp=sharing


THANK YOU



Dramatic Arts
@ UHS…



The Power of Dramatic 
Arts in High School 

Education

Creativity, Confidence, and 
Communication Skills



About Me

Drama Courses
AU DRAMA

CORE DRAMA



Project Aristotle

The google hiring algorithm that was 
altered to look for majors in:

Dramatic Arts
Humanities
English

New York Times Magazine
Washington Post
National Centre for Biotechnology Information
Johns Hopkins & Harvard Research

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/28/magazine/what-google-learned-from-its-quest-to-build-the-perfect-team.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/12/20/the-surprising-thing-google-learned-about-its-employees-and-what-it-means-for-todays-students/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2815940/
https://www.giarts.org/sites/default/files/Neuroeducation_Learning-Arts-and-the-Brain.pdf


“...two recent studies of workplace success contradict the 
conventional wisdom about “hard skills.” Surprisingly, this 
research comes from the company most identified with the 
STEM-only approach: Google.”

“In 2013, Google decided to test its hiring hypothesis by 
crunching every bit and byte of hiring, firing, and promotion data 
accumulated since the company’s incorporation in 1998. Project 
Oxygen shocked everyone by concluding that, among the eight 
most important qualities of Google’s top employees, STEM 
expertise comes in dead last. The seven top characteristics of 
success at Google are all soft skills: being a good coach; 
communicating and listening well; possessing insights into others 
(including others different values and points of view); having 
empathy toward and being supportive of one’s colleagues; being a 
good critical thinker and problem solver; and being able to make 
connections across complex ideas.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/12/20/the-surprising-thing-google-learned-about-its-employees-a
nd-what-it-means-for-todays-students/



Shifting the Mindset:

From Drama as … “Special Interest”

To 

Drama as “Cognitive Catalyst”



List soft skills
Consensus Forming with high stakes subject matter
Delayed Gratification
Iterative Process in Design Theory
Adaptability
Empathy
Emotional Intelligence
Self-Discovery
Self-Development
Creativity
Exploring social, political, historical contexts from 
multiple intersecting ideologies and lived 
experiences

Most Employable Skills

Critical Thinking
Creativity
Collaboration
Communication
Information Literacy
Media Literacy
Technology Literacy
Leadership
Social Skills
Global Awareness

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WMd0qw3tHEaaG5uV-ZZ5uMmP1FRMbYLHKM1JvEze1ao/edit?usp=sharing


Arts Sector Data1

Arts Sector Data2

Arts Sector Data3

https://www.arts.on.ca/research-impact/impact-of-the-arts-in-ontario
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects-start/business_and_consumer_services_and_culture/culture
https://canadacouncil.ca/research/research-library/2023/06/provincial-and-territorial-indicators-2021


Soft Skills and 
Hard Skills

Difference b/w 
Drama and music



Impacts of COVID 
and ISOLATION on 
adolescents.

Socialization- Interactions

Existentialism

Consensus forming

Social Litmus Testing

Balanced perspectives

World Views

Relationships

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10232930/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10232930/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10232930/


CORE VIDEO

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1owqISQFmO8uVkaxPQjTPlxkun7R8TCAG/view?usp=drive_link


Every student should take courses in 
Dramatic Arts.



Bubble Tea

Invest In Our Students



ADMIN Updates



Welcome Dr. Mary 
Louise Ireland

Supporting Our 
Youth - Teen 
Stress and Anxiety    



Upcoming School Council 
Meeting

 Monday, April 15, 2024

See you all there!


